Application No. 10/564,317 

Reply to Office Action of November 2, 2009 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus for r e c e iving r e lat e d 
information about cont e nts , comprising: 

transmission means for transmitting us e r p e rsonal information to an e xternal d e vice 
that provides r e lated information about cont e nts includ e d in broadcast information r e c e ived 
by the communication apparatus, in ord e r to requ e st a us e r r e gistration; 

detection means for detecting whether or not [[said]] externally input user personal 
information has been stored in a storage medium , wh e n an acc e ss r e qu e st is made to said 
e xt e rnal devic e; 

transmission means for transmitting request information that requests [[said]] related 
information about [[the]] contents included in received broadcast information, for 
transmitting available/unavailable request information that requests available/unavailable 
information showing whether or not [[said]] an external device offers a service providing said 
related information about the contents, if said detection means detects that said externally 
input user personal information is not stored in said storage medium, [[and]] the 
available/unavailable request information identifying a broadcast station that broadcast the 
received broadcast information, for receiving said available/unavailable information in a 
reply to a transmission of said available/unavailable request information , and for transmitting 
said externally input user personal information to the external device to request a user 
registration in accordance with said available/unavailable information, if said detection 
means detects that said externally input user personal information is not stored in said storage 
medium, wherein 

said detection means stores said externally input user personal information in said 
storage medium, if said detection means detects that said externally input user personal 
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information is not stored in said storage medium ; and notification m e ans for notifying 
information conc e rning the servic e , providing said r e lat e d information about the cont e nts, 
off e r e d by said ext e rnal d e vic e. 

2. (Currently Amended) The communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said further comprising: 

notification means notifi e s for notifying whether or not said external device offers the 
service providing said related information about the contents , based on said 
available/unavailable information . 

3 . (Currently Amended) The communication apparatus according to Claim 2, further 
comprising: 

display means for displaying advertisement information to promote said user 
registration in accordance with a r e ply to said available/unavailable r e quest information. 

4. (Currently Amended) The communication apparatus according to Claim 2, 
wherein a URL showing advertisement information to promote said user registration is 
included in a r e ply to said available/unavailable r e quest information. 

5. (Currently Amended) The communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said externally input user personal information includes at least name information 
corresponding to a name of said communication apparatus. 

6-8. (Canceled) 
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9. (Currently Amended) A communication method implemented in a communication 
apparatus for r e c e iving r e lat e d information about cont e nts , the communication method 
comprising: 

transmitting us e r p e rsonal information to an e xt e rnal d e vice that provides r e lat e d 
information about cont e nts includ e d in th e broadcast information received by th e 
communication apparatus, in ord e r to r e qu e st a user r e gistration; 

detecting whether or not [[said]] externally input user personal information has been 
stored in a storage medium , when an acc e ss request is made to said e xt e rnal d e vic e; 

transmitting available/unavailable request information that requests 
available/unavailable information showing whether or not [[said]] an external device offers a 
service providing [[said]] related information about [[the]] contents included in received 
broadcast information , if said externally input user personal information was not detected in 
said storage medium in said detectin g, the available/unavailable request information 
identifying a broadcast station that broadcast the received broadcast information ; 

receiving said available/unavailable information, showing whether or not said external 
device offers said service, in a reply to the transmitting said available/unavailable request 
information; 

transmitting, with the communication apparatus, said externally input user personal 
information to the external device to request a user registration in accordance with said 
available/unavailable information, if said externally input user personal information was not 
detected in said storage medium in said detecting; 

storing said externally input user personal information in said storage medium, if said 
externally input user personal information was not detected in said storage medium in said 
detecting; and 
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transmitting request information that requests said related information about the 
contents ; and notifying information conc e rning a s e rvice, providing said relat e d information 
about th e cont e nts, offer e d by said e xt e rnal d e vic e. 

10-11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium including a 
communication program for rec e iving r e lat e d information about cont e nts , wherein the 
communication program, when executed by a computer, makes the computer perform a 
method comprising: 

transmitting user personal information to an external device that provides r e lat e d 
information about contents includ e d in th e broadcast information r e ceiv e d by th e comput e r, 
in ord e r to r e qu e st a user r e gistration; 

detecting whether or not [[said]] externally input user personal information has been 
stored in a storage medium , wh e n an acc e ss requ e st is made to said e xt e rnal d e vic e; 

transmitting available/unavailable request information that requests 
available/unavailable information showing whether or not [[said]] an external device offers a 
service providing [[said]] related information about [[the]] contents included in received 
broadcast information , if said externally input user personal information was not detected in 
said storage medium in said detectin g, the available/unavailable information identifying a 
broadcast station that broadcast the received broadcast information ; 

receiving said available/unavailable information, showing whether or not said external 
device offers said service, in a reply to the transmitting said available/unavailable request 
information , if said us e r personal information is not detect e d in said storag e m e dium in said 
d e t e cting ; 
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transmitting said externally input user personal information to the external device to 
request a user registration in accordance with said available/unavailable information, if said 
externally input user personal information was not detected in said storage medium in said 
detecting; 

storing said externally input user personal information in said storage medium, if said 
externally input user personal information was not detected in said storage medium in said 
detecting; and 

transmitting request information that requests said related information about the 
contents ; and notifying information conc e rning said servic e providing said r e lat e d 
information about th e contents by said e xt e rnal d e vic e. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The communication method according to Claim 9, further 
comprising: 

displaying advertisement information to promote said user registration in accordance 
with a r e ply to said available/unavailable r e qu e st information. 

15. (Currently Amended) The communication method according to Claim 9, wherein 
a URL showing advertisement information to promote said user registration is included in 

a r e ply to said available/unavailable request information. 

16. (Currently Amended) The communication method according to Claim 9, wherein 
said externally input user personal information includes at least name information 
corresponding to a name of said communication apparatus. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus, comprising: 

a n e twork int e rfac e configur e d to transmit us e r p e rsonal information to an ext e rnal 
d e vice that provides r e lat e d information about cont e nts includ e d in broadcast information 
rec e iv e d by the communication apparatus, in ord e r to requ e st a us e r registration; 

a processing unit configured to detect whether or not [[said]] externally input user 
personal information has been stored in a storage medium ; and , wh e n an acc e ss r e qu e st is 
mad e to said e xt e rnal d e vice, th e 

a network interface being further configured to transmit available/unavailable request 
information that requests available/unavailable information showing whether or not [[said]] 
an external device offers a service providing [[said]] related information about [[the]] 
contents included in received broadcast information, if said externally input user personal 
information has not been stored in said storage medium, the available/unavailable request 
information identifying a broadcast station that broadcast the received broadcast information, 
and to receive said available/unavailable information , showing wh e th e r or not said e xt e rnal 
d e vice offers said s e rvic e , in a reply to a transmission of said available/unavailable request 
information, to transmit said externally input user personal information to the external device 
to request a user registration in accordance with said available/unavailable information, if 
said processing unit detects that said externally input user personal information is not stored 
in said storage medium, and if said processing unit d e t e cts that us e r p e rsonal information is 
not stored in said storage medium, tho network interface being further configured to transmit 
request information that requests said related information about the contents , wherein 

the processing unit stores said externally input user personal information in said 
storage medium, if said processing unit detects that said externally input user personal 
information is not stored in said storage medium ; and a notification unit configured to notify 
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information conc e rning th e servic e , providing said r e lated information about the contents, 
offered by said e xternal device . 

18. (Currently Amended) The communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 
furth e r comprising: storag e wherein the detection means for storing stores said externally 
input user personal information in said storage medium upon a reception of registration 
completion information from said external device in response to the user registration . 

19. (New) The communication apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the 
transmission means transmits the request information, if the detection means detects that the 
externally input user personal information has been stored in the storage medium. 

20. (New) The communication apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the request 
information identifies the broadcast station. 
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